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UNDERSEA EXPLORER 


RELATES ADVENTURES} 


Arkansas Wanderer, Visiting In Miami, Tells of Experiences Dur- | 


ing Past Two Years, Including Treasure Hunt and Trips To Bot- 
tom of Sea With Inventor of Bathysphere. 


Harold B. Davidson of Little Rock, 
Ark.„ formerly an airplane mechanic 
who up until two years ago had nev- 
er been out of sight of land, arrived 
in Miami yesterday and related a 
story of his wanderings of the past 
24 months during which he has been 
at the bottom of two oceans with 
Otis Barton, inventor of the bathy- 
sphere made famous by William 
Beebe, the undersea explorer. 

Mr. Davidson said he always had 
been stirred by stories relating to the 
sea and especially so by articles per- 
taining to undersea exploration. So, 
losing his job as mechanic at the 
| municipal airport in Little Rock dur- 
jing a change of city administration, 
jhe cast about seeking some method 
| whereby he might profitably exploit. 
his love for undersea adventure. He 
ended up by sailing on a steamer for 
Puerto Rico in January, 1933, 

“I didn’t have any definite idea of 
just what I was going to do,” said 
Mr. Davidson. “I just went explor- 
ing because I was interested in ad- 
venture and Puerto Rico sounded like 
adventure for me. From there I jour- 
neyed to the Virgin islands and while 
hopping around by boat from one 
island to another I managed to be- 
come one of the party aboard the 
schooner Pinta which was on a treas- 
ure hunt. 

“We set sail for Haiti! but a gale 
came up and blew us past that island 
and we put in at Nassau, where I left 
the ship. There I became acquainted 
with Fred Armbroster, an undersea 
photographer known to sportsmen in 
many parts of the world. It was 
while in Nassau that I exploded a 
story of sunken treasure off Gorda 

| Cay nearby. 

“You see,” Mr. Davidson continued, 
“the Bahamas, and particularly the 
region around Nassau, used to be 
headquarters for many buccaneers 
during the old days of Spanish domi- 
nation of the new world. Some time 
during the seventeenth century that 
section was the headquarters of Ann 
Bonney and Mary Reed, women pi- 
rates, who preyed on shipping around 
the Florida straits. It also was the 
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(Roosevelt Hotel Building) 
N. E. 2nd AVE. at 14th ST. 


Spaces available for 
concessions during con- 
vention period. Call 
Monday. 


TODAY WE FEATURE 


ROAST YOUNG 
TURKEY 


Complete dinner, including cranberry 
sauce, green peas, snowflake potatoes, 
candied Porto Rican yams, new but- 
tered homemade Dutch apple pie, 
homemade cloverleaf rolls and home- 
made tutti-frutti 
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headquarters for blockade runners 
during the war between the states. 
“It seems that in 1929 sorge ancient 
coins and fragments of large earthen- 
ware jars were found on the beach 
at Gorda Cay, Also, a pile of stones 
in curious formation had been found 
on the bottom of the sea some dis- 
tance out, but in a direct line with 


the coins. Added to that, in the gov- 
ernment house at Nassau were several 
old cannon, one of which bore the 
date of 1416 and was carved with some 
Spanish inscriptions. These cannon 
had been found near the stones at 
Gorda Cay. 

“These items had lent credence to 
a story that a Spanish galleon once 
struck the reef at that point. De- 
termined to investigate the truth of 
the story, I donned my diver's helmet 
and descended into the water from a 
boat anchored immediately over the 
stones. I figured that if there was 
any treasure it would be buried under 
the stones. I overturned the stones 
with the aid of a crowbar, but failed 
to find any treasure, 

“Several barracuda came around 
and looked me over as I labored with 
the crowbar, but they did not at- 
tempt to harm me. I did not see any 
shark, although it is my opinion that 
shark never bother divers. But you 
never can trust a barracuda.” 

In August, 1933, Mr. Davidson was 
chased for more than an hour by po- 
lice for taking a picture of former 
President Machado of Cuba for an Ar- 
kansas newspaper. British authorities 
had promised Machado he would not 
be photographed against his will. 
However, Mr. Davidson was allowed to 
retain the negative after the former 
president's anger had cooled. -ss ` 

“Along about that time,” continued 
Mr. Davidson, “I received a letter from 
Otis Barton, who had heard about me, 
inviting me to join him in Miami and 
aid him in his work. We went by 
steamer yom Miami to Cuba and from 
there to"Jamaica, arriving about the 
end of October, 1933. Here we spent 
six weeks taking undersea photo- 
graphs off the Jamacian coast. 

“From Jamaica we sailed to the Las 
Perlas islands, on the Pacific side of 
the Isthmus of Panama in the Gulf 
of Panama. There we made pictures 
of marine life, specializing on huge 
devilfish which attain great size in 
those waters. It was here also that 
we filmed pictures of battles between 
divers and shark, 

“With the picture still unfinished| 
the rest of the expedition headed by 
Barton sailed from Bocas del Torro, 
Panama, for Bermuda in May, 1934. 
In August, 1934, off the coast of Ber- 
muda, Barton and Beebe descended in 
the bathysphere to a depth of 3,028 
feet below the surface.” 

Mr. Davidson remained at Almi- 
rante, Panama, directing repair work 
on the United Fruit Company dock| 
until September 15. Following com- 
pletion of the work, he sailed to New 
Orleans where he spent a few days be- 
fore coming to Miami. He is working] 
on the manuscript of a book to be en- 
titled “Undersea With Helmet and 
Camera.” He plans to spend some 
time in the Florida keys in order 
secure additional photographs andi 
data for his manuscript. Mr. David-} 
son is making his headquarters at thel 
office of the Panamanian consul, B. 
Howard Brown, while in Miami. 
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